

Hello from the Colorado City Metropolitan District.  		April 2026

From the District, we hope spring is going well for you! On the collective mind of CCMD currently, ranked in importance, is 1) WATER. 2) WATER. And 3) WATER.
	Despite any recent moisture, it looks like we're heading into a parched spring and early summer. At CCMD, we are always focused on the little bit of snow up on our Greenhorn Mountain. This year, it doesn’t look good.
The whole Greenhorn Valley is part of the Arkansas River drainage. Meteorologists consider April the month in Colorado when snowpack is at its peak. As of the middle of April, the Arkansas River drainage was measured at ten percent of normal. While there are no precise measurement tools for Greenhorn Mountain, those of us who have lived here a while know that there isn't much of the white stuff up there for this time of year.  In fact, some old timers say if there is snow up there on July 4, we will have a bountiful water year. 
We won't even get close to that in Summer 2026!
So, working with the experience we have (and that's a lot), CCMD moves into the situation, managing water use with revenue and assets. 
Do you remember those math problems in high school? The ones we called “word problems?” Here’s one for you.
One of CCMD's main cash flows comes from water sales. But, during a drought, CCMD has to tighten the spigot on treated water use so that there is enough to last until Mother Nature decides to let the rain come.
At the same time, CCMD has assets that need to be protected.  The wonderful ballfields you drive by are an investment.  The golf course is a massive investment. The reality is that losing these assets would be an irreplaceable and irresponsible loss. A quick search on the cost to re-sod a high school ballfield is upwards from $150,000. Since we have two of those…You can do that math.  A golf course? This is a very expensive proposition.  Just rebuilding greens costs between $30,000 and $50,000. Multiply that range by 18 golf holes! We will use untreated and recycled water to maintain your assets.
The correct answer to solve this word problem is a district team that is hyper-aware of the conditions on the ground. We have that team. Our experts will balance what Mother Nature gives, with our consumers' needs, with our asset needs, for the best possible outcomes.
That being said…
Manager Jim has negotiated with the State a one-foot level increase in Lake Beckwith. This will ensure that we get to capture as much as possible of the short runoff from Greenhorn Mountain. 
Watering restrictions are in place. Please water when you are supposed to. Restrictions are necessary for obvious drought reasons, but also, the District is continuing to refurbish our water storage tanks. To update the tanks, they need to be taken offline. When we take a tank out of the loop, water must be stored in a smaller temporary tank. Heavy use can lead to shortages!
Although the restrictions are available on the District website, they are listed below.
Colorado City Metropolitan District Level
TWO Water Restrictions:
Outdoor watering is permitted.
Watering outside for lawns and gardens is permitted for a maximum of two hours per day.
This does not mean that you water during both morning and night. “It is once a day.”
If your address ends in an even number (0,2,4,6,8) you can water 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
5 AM to 9AM   or 7 PM to 10 PM
If your address ends in an odd number (1,3,5,7,9,) you can water Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
5 AM to 9AM   or 7 PM to 10 PM
There is NO outside watering on Sundays.
Exceptions:
a. Plants, lawns, gardens, landscaping or other vegetation may be watered any time of any day by drip or by hand (only with a watering can or a hose with a shut-off nozzle). 
Should you have any questions or concerns please call the Colorado City Metropolitan District at 676-3396.
And while you are watering in your time slot, be water wise. Sprinklers that shoot water high into the air waste water. Instead, try soaker hoses and low cast sprinklers.  And use a timer! It is very easy to forget and misuse a lot of water!
Finally, through patient and persistent effort, the District is getting closer to funding a complete upgrade of the sanitary water system. There will be a public hearing on May 12 at 6:00 PM to cover the details. 
Community Spring Clean Up Day
On June 6th, 8-11am, at the Recreation Center (5000 Cuerno Verde) parking lot, residents will be able to dispose of a wide variety of items including furniture, appliances, mattresses, box springs, branches/limbs, and used motor oil (in sealed containers).  Items that will not be accepted are electronics, tires, railroad ties, cement, or commercial/residential trash.  This free service is for residents, not for businesses.  We want to thank the Pueblo Department of Public Health & Environment and Value First for joining us in sponsoring this event. 
CCMD Office Closures
District offices will be closed May 22nd for staff training.  Anyone needing help can still utilize the CCMD phone number (719-676-3396) which will be forwarded to the on-call person.  Note that this number is also available after office hours, and calls will be forwarded to the on-call person.  If your situation is not an emergency, then please leave a message and responses will likely be the next business day.
District Bill Payments
Reminder that there is a secure 24/7 drop-box available on the north side of the CCMD office to pay your District bill.  You can also pay by phone (719-676-3396) or online at www.coloradocitymd.org  Remember that account numbers are not to include any punctuation (e.g  1234.56 should be 123456).
Having trouble with Paying your water bill? If you have Medicare UCARD backed by Medicare. Call United Health Care ask for U-Card help with water bill 1-844-368-6879

Have a great May, and congratulations to the RHS Class of 2026!  Go get it!
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